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            Take 15 minutes today to see how long it takes your sprinkler to water an inch and you'll be set to water efficiently all summer long!


One of the reasons many people overwater is that they don't know how much water their sprinkler uses. You can easily figure this out if you have two or more tuna (or similarly-shaped) cans, a ruler, 15 minutes, and some basic math.


Once you know this, you can use the Weekly Watering Number to adjust how much (or little) you water your landscape or garden each week throughout the summer.


 


How to measure your sprinklers' water use:


	[image: Illustration of where to place watering gauges to measure your sprinklers' water use: one should be 1.2-2 feet from the sprinkler and the other should be about 1 foot from the edge of the spray]Put one tuna can about 1.5 – 2 feet away from your sprinkler head. 

	
	
	Put a second can at the end of that same sprinkler head’s reach, around 1 foot from the edge of the spray. If you are using more than two cans, spread them out so that they are at different distances from the sprinkler head (close, midrange, end of spray pattern).

	
	
	Run your watering system for 15 minutes. If puddling or runoff occurs, time how long it takes for that to happen.  Use that time instead of 15 minutes. If you have more than one watering zone, you may want to do this for each zone. 

	
	
	Use a ruler to measure how many inches of water are in each can. 

	
	
	Add the amounts from each can together. 

	
	
	Divide the total amount of water from both cans by the number of cans. This is the average amount of water that your sprinkler uses in 15 minutes. 


		
		For example: 0.75” + 0.25” = 1”

		
	
		1” ÷ 2 cans = 0.5”

		
	
		0.5” after 15 minutes = 30 minutes needed to water 1"[image: Illustrated steps to measure your sprinklers' water using watering gauges or tuna cans]

		


	Use this chart to see how much time it will take you to water one inch:

	
			Average water depth in inches after 15 minutes

				
			=

				
			Total time needed to water 1 inch

			
	
			1/8" (0.125")

				
			=

				
			     120

			
	
			1/4" (0.25")

				
			=

				
			     60

			
	
			1/2" (0.5")

				
			=

				
			     30

			
	
			3/4" (0.75")

				
			=

				
			     20

			
	
			1"

				
			=

				
			     15

			

 


Why is it important to know how long it takes a sprinkler to water an inch?


One inch is the average amount of water that grass needs each week during the summer.  Once you know how long it takes to water an inch, you can use your system’s controller to set a base schedule.  Then you can use the Weekly Watering Number adjust the amount of water you give your landscape each week throughout the watering season.


 


How to measure the amount of water used by other types of watering system or methods


Use the same instructions as above with the following variations:


	Soaker hoses: You can measure the amount of water used by soaker hoses by placing the cans in two locations along your hose. 
	Drip systems: Place one can under each type of emitter that your system uses. This method works best with uniform emitters (all emitters on the line have an output of 5 GPH).
	Watering by hand: You can measure the amount of water used when hand-watering with a hose nozzle or sprinkler by timing how long it takes to fill up a bucket. For example: if it takes two minutes to fill up a five-gallon bucket, you know that your hose nozzle or sprinkler uses 2.5 gallons per minute.

 


Watch this video to see how to use a tuna can or watering gauge to measure your sprinklers' water use:
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            Accessibility Statement


The Regional Water Providers Consortium is committed to providing access to our digital resources and website content to every member of our community. Our goal is to ensure that all users of our website have equitable access to the information we provide, regardless of disability, access, or functional needs. Our work is guided by the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) Level AA or better. As a government entity, all of our work is in accordance with ADA Title II and Civil Rights Act Title VI.


If you have a disability, or are assisting someone with a disability, and you have difficulty accessing or navigating our website, please contact us. In your email, please include a description of the issue, any assistive technology you were using, and your contact information if you would like a response. Thank you for taking the time to help us make our website more accessible for all.



      
  


  


        

      

    

  






  


    
    

  